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STATE OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
Final Results of Cereal and Hay Harvest, 1954-55. 


1 eae there still are a few minor wheat districts where the com- 
2 = ra of the collection has been delayed, and a number of odd returns 
rom tarmers in other districts are outstanding, a safe estimate has been 


made for all these and the total ; ; 
Pode alteration, als now submitted may be accpeted subject to 


Seasonal Conditions. The avera i 
SON ge rainfall over the Agricultural Areas 

tee ee times the mean for that month, but for re the rainfall 
pee ee hird of the mean. The June rain was just over the mean, but 

y A eptember were very dry, the total rain for the 3 months being only 
3.14 inches compared with the mean of belo. Fortunately the: falls. for porn 
October and November were practically the same as the means for these 
months and temperatures were near normal. Over the last 50 seasons, the 
wheat crop has averaged 11.37 bushels on a mean April-November rainfall of 
2656 inehes. In 1952-53, the maximum yield of 21.97 bushels was grown on 
an April-November rainfall of 15.19 inches, in 1953-54 the yield was 19.90 
bushels from 12.62 inches and this last season 18.63 bushels from only 
10.85 inches. Compared with the mean yield of 11.37 bushels, the yields 
Pence ast oO seasons have been 14.083 13.70: 12-67; 71H.953 16.743 16.929 
21.97; 19.90 and 18.63 bushels per acre. 


Barley and oats were affected somewhat by storms but generally 
speaking harvesting conditions were good and actual yields exceeded 
expectations. The yield of wheat is 31,462,737 bushels compared with the 
December estimate of 29,300,000; barley 18,376,283 compared with 
47,800,000; oats 4,508,117? compared with 4,100,000 and field peas 419,194 
compared with 340,000 bushels. Acreages also were higher than estimated 
pee hese Contributed to the higher yields. 


The total yield of wheat, barley and oats combined was 54,347,137 
bushels from 3,048,416 acres and has been exceeded only in 3 seasons. The 
fests combined yield was 66,486,793 bushels from 2,850,633 acres in 
Hig 27 D5. 


In 1953-54, the combined yield of barley and oats exceeded that of 
Wheat for the first time, but for the 1954-55 season the wheat yield again 
was greater. 


NOTE:- The 1954-55 particulars are shown hereunder with those for 
1953-54 in parentheses. For statistical purposes, the weight of bags is 
not counted as grain. 


WHEAT:- The yield of 31,462,737 (30,409,231) bushels averaged 18.63 
(19.90) bushels per acre from an area of 1,689,103 (4,528,577) acres 
including any areas failed. Including wheat for hay and green FLORAL e ene 
total area was 1,766,539 (1,603,914) acres. 


WHEAT AND FALLOW:- On fallowed land 1,204,520 acres of wheat 
produced 25,066,135 bushels averaging 20.81 bushels per acre. On not 
fallowed land, there were 484,583 acres with 6,396,602 bushels averaging 
43.20 bushels. The average yields the previous season were 22.06 bushels 
on fallow land and 13.87 on land not fallowed. 


AARNE The yacld botalled 18,576,285 (28,491,293) bushels and the 
average per acre Was 18.02 (25.110). 17, (03,036 bushels were reported to 
be 2 row and 673,247 bushels 6 row. The acreage for grain was 4 SOO) Ores 
(1,121,744) and for all purposes 1,057,518 (a So F)s. The 4955-5" 
acreage and total yield had been records, but a reduced acreage Lor 
1954-55, together with storm damage, resulted in a considerably lower 
yield. The acreage, however, was still the second highest on record and 


the yield the third highest. 


OATS:— The yield totalled 4,508,117 (4,320,758) bushels and the 
average per acre was 13.2/ (15.42). The acreage for grain was 339, 64.0 
(280,244) acres and for all purposes 767,581 (700,325). As with barley, 
the oaten crops were damaged by storm. The acreage, however, was hegier 
than in the previous season and there was a slightly increased yield. 
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CEREALS ETC. USED ON FARMS:- Farmers reported t j 
following quantities of cereals, etc. on Shen a ene eee 
pe ee March 1955. For seed - Wheat 2,076,293, Barley 1,336, 782 
is chi ao bushels. For feed for livestock and poultry - Wheat 
pees, arley 834 5015 Oats 1,366,750 bushels and Hay and Chaff 

a SY5) ons. Of the wheat produced in 1954-55 it was reported that 


2 j eataa 5 
eee bushels were retained on the farms for seed and 562,755 bushels 


RYB:= For 1954-55 there were 48,277 (62,141) acres under rye of 


which 47, 8° 5 v al 
ee 91 (52,520) acres were for grain yielding 178,650 (324,907) 


ae BTELD PRAS:= 419,194 (423,666) bushels from 35,280 (26,093) acres. 
$5255 acres of field Peas Were ted off. Approximately Lhe same areca tas 
in 1953-55 was intended to be sown for 1955-56. 


HAY:= 256,525 (262,006) acres were cut for hay, wheaten bein 
ee) ae oaton 125, 772 eee re The total ae was 
: ns, wheaten being 99,81 866 d 
50: 503). Average tons per acre es ne tne a 


ACREAGES ; - The following table shows the total areas under wheat, 
barley and oats for all purposes,(grain, hay or green fodder) for 1930-31 - 
eae max imum year; for 1943-hu - the lowest areas in recent years; for 
each of the last five seasons, and for 1955-56 representing the areas 
that farmers indicated they intended to sow when particulars of the 
recent harvest were being collected during the autumn. It is noted that 
the combined areas under wheat, barley and oats have been showing a 
slight upward movement in recent years. 
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+ : 
Season Wheat Barley Oats Total | 
‘i se 
1930-31 acres eS On. 215 267,369 519, 300 5,293,882 
Soe ara eens the 50k 582 Sse tOss 2, 02 0ge20 
fe O= 5" 150,075 ieee 664,498 ZOOS aga 
1951-52 it den clout reels erg 858,464 cuperieaks 3, 5620 
hee => 5 : 1,601,438 Swern ce 699, (50 5, Zou toe 
| lsyeral e AGO 0 Vk iva on 7OOs525 5, 48, 656 
1954-55 dbeaihclerpe ies, 1 ODO VO VOTs Ded Sa e wyoNe) 
‘ea aa i aioe od 1,035,804 922,983 5, Of 02 


Prior to 1952-53, the total area under wheat for all purposes 
exceeded the combined areas of barley and oats, but from 4952-54 onwards 
the combined barley and oats areas have exceeded that for wheat. 


VARIETIES SOWN:- Particulars of the acreages sown with the 
principal varieties of wheat, barley and oats are being vublished 
separately. 


THE ATTACHED STATEMENTS show details of 1954-55 Crops in 
Statistical Divisions and also the 1954-55 totals compared with the 
five previous seasons. 


A.W. BOWDEN, 


GOVERNMENT STATIST. 


Statistical Office, 
ADELAIDE. 
6th September, 1955. 


STATE OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA 


FINAL RESULTS OF CEREALS AND HAY, 1954-55. 
‘Total i AREA FOR GRAIN ; 
REAL Cereals, =a r Hay Green 
| Divisions oe any Wheat Barley Oats Total. Fodder 
Acres eos ane eee Acres |Acres | 
Central 846, 864 O79,.2 | Z 5 
Lower North 84.476 1562519 hes a He ai 75394 
\Upver North 442,161 106,039| 13,808] 9,37 73464! L, 540 
South Eastern| 110,820 35,657 26,079) 31,027 | 36,816) 42,505 
Western 1,071, 783 520,4ui| 204,714) 142,048! 24,098] 181,533 
Murray Mallee | 692,363 2225) CONOR S1S) HOA 50507 ae, e9 
Metal 195475513, 741, u6y 1,689,103] 1,019, 673 339,640 | 256,525 3635355 _| 
Meval 1955/54| 3,658,918 {1528,377|4,121, 7b 280, 244 | 262,006| 367,934 
Increase 102,59 160,726) -102,071| 59,396 -5 481 | “4,579 | 
2s PRODUCTION OF GRAIN AND HAY 
GRAIN : 

es. HEAT BARLEY OATS (am 
D : 

TOR Bush. eee |Boeee Bush. lAver. ay 
Central 6,652,556 | 23.82! 1999951451 22257 919,027) “18.2045 ipa 
Lower North |11,311,118/(24.78| 4,066,588! 20.89! 1,084,136, 18.82] 60, /69 
Upper North | 2,162,386 /20.39| 21S LOWNA5 C9 M5 ,890) 45.521 SiO, eas 
South Eastern} — 758,011 |22.54) 511,215] 19.60| 715255) 25-02) 55,080 
Western Ge 65oe DOut eco 2,69, 761) Weds 1, (eOsd (5) Se Si eee Gee 
peepee ele 177210 13-37| 55088, 160i 12.74 465,05 947) 52,297 
Total 195455 131,462, 737|18.63| 18,376, 283) 18,02] 4,508,117, 13.27 /329,618 

[Total 15 754 30,409,231 119.90! 28,491,293] 25.40 4,320, (58 UDO |S 2 
ie Increase 1,053, 506|-1.27| -10,115,010| -7.38 1875599, =2.15)|=59 ove 
3, FIVE YEARS' COMPARISON 
| VHEAT . | Rainfall 
jpAVEers | Ape Te. 
— | Area WeverlG fee eee | BARLEY OATS 
| ioe 
Acres Bush. |Bush. | Inches | Bush. | _ Bush. _ 
4950-51 11,847,791 | 30,936,044 | 16.74 | 11.21 L416, hes O50 ss ogee 
4954-52 14,613,126 | 27,300,839 | 16.92 | 16.10 1656255996 | 5 HOLS O27 
Webs 1,545, (62 | 55,918,089 | 21.97 | 15619 25,901,684 | 6,666,420 
Mee 528,507 | 50,009,251 | 19.90)) 12.62 | 28,h91, 295) 3,520 ee 
(Miteen 4,685,876 | 30,185,135 | 17-90) 15-n6 | 20,1 Pe ee 
Be 6h 105 51,62 757 | 18305 | 10-85 | 18,576,289 |e O0E 
——— SSS SS = = —————— = — 
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